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Covid-19: 

There are now six rapid testing centres up and running across the county.  The two closest ones are 

at The Hub, High Street, Cambourne, CB23 6GW and at The Meadows Community Centre, 1 St 

Catherine’s Rd, Arbury, Cambridge CB4 3XJ.  Residents who are keyworkers, those who need to leave 

the home to carry out their job, in training or volunteering, and most importantly are asymptomatic 

are being encouraged to get tested twice weekly to check they are not unknowingly infected with 

Covid-19. To book a test go online at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting 

As we hopefully ease out of lockdown in the coming weeks this will become even more essential 

with the heightened need to test, track and trace and to identify any outbreaks quickly to keep the 

case rate down.  Anyone who does test positive is provided with information on completing their ten 

day self-isolation period, and with advice on how to try and prevent other members of the 

household becoming infected and on the rules regarding isolation within the household.  Criteria 

and information on how to apply for financial support grants of up to £500 for those who will lose 

income through self-isolation can be found at www.scambs.gov.uk/isolation The financial support on 

offer includes help for people who have lost income due to needing to care for someone who is self-

isolating. 

Free PPE is now available for carers to a relative until the end of June 2021.  To check eligiblility, 

carers need to email ppe@cambridgeshire.gov.uk and will receive a quick order form to complete 

and return.  If successful, the closest hub from which applicants can collect is in Trumpington.  More 

details on available locations will be sent on receipt of order forms.  

An additional 1.7 million UK residents have been added to the Clinically Extremely Vulnerable list.  

The change follows new research that has shown that when you combine factors such as age, 

ethnicity, medical conditions and body mass index some more people have a greater level of risk 

from the virus. In effect the factors are all scored and above a certain threshold the individual is 

deemed to be CEV. Anyone who has been added to the CEV list should have by now received a letter 

from Government to give them advice. South Cambs have worked with the County Council to send 

further local information in the past and will do that again. This will include the local support that 

can be provided. The support offered to people added to the CEV list will be the same as those on 

the list. This includes priority supermarket delivery slots.  The newly added people to the CEV list will 

be prioritised for the vaccine as they will be part of cohort 4 who have in the main now already 

received their first dose of the vaccine.  They should receive an invitation within the next few weeks.  

The letter from Government will also explain that CEV people should work from home and if they 

cannot do so they should not go to work.  Although we expect new people to be added to this list, 

we should remember that most people on the CEV list have not asked for additional support that has 

been offered. But we will ensure they are aware. SCDC will also ensure they are aware of their 

options to vote in the May elections which do not require for them to go to a polling station.  The 

date for CEV people to shield has also been extended from 21 Feb to 31 March (for the existing and 

new CEV categories.) 

Business grants worth £6,932,202 have been paid in total to 3,056 business since November.  If you 

run a small or medium sized business or have any queries about accessing any grant that you may be 

entitled to please do get in touch. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/isolation
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Survey on Safe Opening of the High St 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/posts/3766202696771212 

Green Business Webinar Feb 25th 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/posts/3737306672994148 

Redundancy Support and training 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/posts/3737369386321210 

 

Mobile Warden scheme – Waterbeach, Landbeach and Chittering 

Our mobile warden, Melanie Lombardi, continues to provide a vital service giving emotional and 

practical support to highly vulnerable people in our villages, helping them remain connected with 

the outside world, reducing loneliness for many. Melanie is supporting ten people at the present 

time so there is currently capacity within the scheme.  The best way to make a referral is either by 

phoning Melanie directly on 07977 219403 or emailing wardens@ageuk.org.uk  For more details of 

other Age UK mobile warden schemes across the county go to the website 

www.ageuk.org.uk/cambridgeshireandpeterborough  

The draft Waterbeach Neighbourhood Plan  

The NP has just gone out to consultation and is now at the submission stage; this is the final 

opportunity for local residents to comment before the plan is examined by an independent planning 

examiner.  The consultation runs until 20th April 2021.  After this date the policies within the 

neighbourhood plan then ‘hold some weight’ when planning applications are being determined 

within the parish.  Hopefully, within the year, the neighbourhood plan will come to its final stage 

where Waterbeach residents will be able to vote in a referendum on adoption.  Both the 

‘Cottenham’ and ‘Histon & Impington’ neighbourhood plans have however been delayed due to the 

pandemic with setting referendum dates so there may still be a while to wait.  My thanks go to the 

small and dedicated NP group who have worked tirelessly over the past six years alongside South 

Cambs to bring the plan to this stage. 

The Grants Committee – Community Chest  

A Community Chest Grant scheme has awarded Waterbeach Military Heritage Museum the 

maximum grant of £1000 to assist this volunteer run organisation with the purchase of a laptop and 

industry standard museum record keeping software. This will enable them to move over to a digital 

system for recording the details of each of the museum’s artefacts.  Not only will this improve the 

visitor experience by enabling the updating of displays and increase security, it will also aid the 

museum with making larger grant applications from other grant giving bodies in the future.    

Cllr Judith Rippeth 

Council APMs – all local council organisations are lobbying the government to extend the legal 

framework allowing them to hold council meetings online, which is due to expire on 7th May. While 

some are thinking about holding their Annual Parish Meetings/APCMs in April to get around this, 

most are confident that the government will make an announcement soon, as it would be 

irresponsible not to do so. 

The OxCam Arc Non-Statutory Spatial Framework is highlighted as a document, alongside our Local 

Plan, which will have great influence in the way this area develops. The MHCLG officers who are 

promoting the Arc will be drawing it up, and the timescale we have seen has a very short timeline – 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthCambridgeshireDistrictCouncil/posts/3766202696771212
mailto:wardens@ageuk.org.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/cambridgeshireandpeterborough


it would be given significant weight in planning decisions by late 2022. Watch out for more news of 

this. 

Network Rail have told us they are planning major upgrades of old equipment at both the Station 

Road Waterbeach crossing and Fen Road Milton one. These will involve safety improvements, 

replacing the current half-barriers with full width barriers, installing radar for obstacle detection, and 

changing the signalling. They will require slightly more land to site their new equipment on at 

Milton, and there is a consultation from 1st March to 11th April, mostly of interest to their 

neighbours. The work will be done in 2023-24 and will involve closing each crossing substantially for 

4 days (possibly with pedestrian access only during the closures). 

The WSP consultants report to the Greater Cambridge Partnership has caused some consternation 

locally. This is about cycle routes to join up commuter travel corridors and encourage more people 

to cycle to work. The initial analysis brings Milton High Street and Butt Lane in as a 3rd-ranking 

priority (ie high), while the school route Impington to Milton comes in near the bottom of their list. 

In our view this is wrong. Our representatives on the GCP Assembly are aware of the proposals and 

will scrutinise it carefully. 

The North East Cambridge Community Forum on 10th March will be the first in a new series of 

meetings, now that the AAP is through its consultation phase. 

Cllrs Hazel Smith and Anna Bradnam 

 


